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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Pollution Control Boar

Re: Support of ProposedPhosphorusRegtdafions

DearSirlMadam:

As ExecutiveDirector of The NortheasternBhrwis Planning Cornirussion
I amsubmithrigthe following ~nsupport oftheproposedphosphorus
regulations.

A proposal~bythe Illinois EPAnow beforethe~Jlimois PollutionControJ
BoaId.wotUd limit phosphoruslevels‘toP I rng/L in any casewbe~eane.w
~di~ch~r~e ispropc~d’s~thicI~ou1ddi geat~eastone

lthri~’gáI1oiispe~Uay:(a~ttig[L:limit e~nsthat:ea~Iklitez~of~water
dischargedby a polluter can only containamaumun~of~mgof
phosphoru~)

This proposal,if adoptedbytheBoard,will reducealgaeandbacteria
growth that~lls fish and.otherwildlife andcanturn waters into green
slime that is undesirableforswimmingor other uses.While the proposal
to limit new or thcreasedsoi.~rcesof phosphorusis verymodest,Lt
representsthefirst reaLrequijrementto reducephosphOrusfor discharg~
to streamsin Illinois. Curre4ly only dischargesto lakesand’ ‘L~ibtitariesttc
lakeshavetoreducephosph~rus.PrairieRivers, the SierraCub, and the
Envirotunental Law andPolicyCenterhavebeenpushingfor sucha limit
for severalyearsandstronglysupport IEPA’s proposal.

Basedin a thorough reviewbyNTPC’s Environmentarid Natural
ResourcesDepartmentandNIPC’s adoptedpolicies, I with tO expressfull
support fot TheIEPA!spropns~ifor an interimmonthlyaverage.
phcisphorus effhaerLtlimit of -1. mg/L for manynewor.increase~:~.

clischarge& .NdtDrLly is.it good.gorwater quality. but-it.is cons~stentwith
andreqi r~d.unde~current1aw~ari~dregulations..
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Asyou areaware,theCleanWater Act and Illinois law requirethat
NPDESpermitscontrolpollutantsthat maycauseor contributeto

- violations ofwater quality standards. It alsoprohibitsallowingnew
pollution thathasnot beenshownto be necessary.Therefore,limits on
thedi~chargeofphosphorusareneededto prevent violations of Illinois
waterqualitystandardsandcomplywith aiitidegradationrequirements.
TheCommissionsalsofeelsthatcontrolsar~neededto preventviolations
of thewater quality standardsregarding offensiveconditions,pH and
dissolvedoxygen.

As theAgency’s proposalis limited to new or increaseddischarges,such
~ ~iIrea sub Ltdd~’Hnr u1at~nii~Undex.tl~ri
antidegradationregulations,loweringof water quality should only be
allowed if it canbe demonstratedthrough a considerationof alternatives
andeconomicanalysisthat it isnecessaxyto accommodateimportant
economicor socialdevelopment.

Thisproposalis good for water quality,andis achievable,as
demonstratedby the longstariclixig and successfulphosphoruslimit of I
rng/L establishedin the197CYs for anydischargesto streamsthatflow to
theGreat Lakes.

I urgethePollution Control Board to adopt the IliPA1s proposedinterim
dischargestandardforphosphorusof 1mg/L.

S cerel

onald omas,
Executive Director
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